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on deposit in Personal Funds of Pa-
tients will be transferred to the Gen-
eral Post Fund. Any claims against the
estate of the deceased veteran will be
adjudicated and paid, if valid.

[33 FR 1073, Jan. 27, 1968]

§12.23 Recognition of valid claim
against the General Post Fund.

Effective December 26, 1941, the as-
sets of the estate of a veteran thereto-
fore or thereafter deposited to the Gen-
eral Post Fund are subject to the valid
claims of creditors presented to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs within 1
year from the date of death or other-
wise as provided by any applicable law.
Any heir, next of kin, legatee, or other
person found to be legally entitled to
the personal property of the veteran
may claim same within 5 years from
the date of the veteran’s death. If
claimant is under any legal disability
(as a minor, incompetent, etc.) at the
date of the veteran’s death, the 5-year
period begins upon the termination of
removal of legal disability. Such
claims are for settlement by the field
facility which had originally made the
deposit. In the event of doubt as to en-
titlement or the necessity of legal pro-
ceedings to obtain assets for the ben-
efit of the General Post Fund, the case
will be referred to the Chief Attorney
of jurisdiction for advice and/or appro-
priate action. Any necessary court
costs or expenses will be paid from the
appropriation, General Operating Ex-
penses, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

[33 FR 1073, Jan. 27, 1968]
OPERATION OF LOST AND FOUND SERVICE

§12.24 Operation of lost and found
service.

Unless maintained by the Public
Buildings Service, the lost and found
service will be maintained by an em-
ployee designated by the Manager to be
known as the lost and found custodian.
VA Form 3771, Record of Lost or Found
Article, will be used for recording arti-
cles of any personal property lost or
found. Every effort will be made to de-
termine rightful ownership of found ar-
ticles and to recover items which have
been reported lost. Currency, including
readily negotiable instruments, found
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and delivered to the lost and found cus-
todian will not be retained beyond the
official closing hour. The currency or
negotiable instruments will be deliv-
ered to the agent cashier before the
close of business. Individuals claiming
found articles will furnish complete
identification and satisfy the facility
authority of rightful ownership. Where
more than one individual claims own-
ership the matter will be referred to
the Manager for decision. All articles
of personal property remaining un-
claimed for 90 days or more will be dis-
posed of in accordance with §12.8.

[21 FR 3875, June 6, 1956]

PART 13—VETERANS BENEFITS AD-
MINISTRATION, FIDUCIARY AC-
TIVITIES
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13.1 Authority.

13.2 Field examinations.

13.3 State legislation.

13.55 Veterans Service Center Manager to
select and appoint or recommend for ap-
pointment the person or legal entity to
receive Department of Veterans Affairs
benefits in a fiduciary capacity.

13.56 Direct payment.

13.57 Payment to the wife or husband of in-
competent veteran.

13.568 Legal custodian.

13.59 Court-appointed fiduciary.

13.61 Payment to the chief officer of institu-
tion.

13.62 Payment to bonded officer of Indian
reservation.

13.63 Payment to custodian-in-fact.

13.64 Fiduciary commissions.

13.69 Limitation of beneficiaries to indi-
vidual fiduciary.

13.70 Apportionment of benefits to depend-
ents.

13.71 Payment of cost of veteran’s mainte-
nance in institution.

13.72 Release of funds from Personal Funds
of Patients.

13.73 Transfer of funds from funds due in-
competent beneficiaries.

13.74-13.77 [Reserved]

13.75 Beneficiaries in penal institutions.

13.76 Appeals from Veterans Service Center
Manager’s determination under 38 U.S.C.
5503(b)(2).

13.77 Administrative review of the Veterans
Service Center Manager’s determination
made under 38 U.S.C. 5503(b)(2).

13.100 Supervision of fiduciaries.

13.101 Management and use of estates of mi-
nors.

13.102 Accountability of legal custodians.
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